
Welcome
Bethel 

Gospel Chapel
11461 - 95 Street 

Edmonton Alberta   
T5G 1L3

Ph. (780) 477-3341

http://www.bethelgospelchapelca.org/

October 2021October 2021



Do not strive in your own strength; cast yourself at the feet of the Lord Jesus, and wait
upon Him in the sure confidence that He is with you, and works in you. Strive in prayer;
let faith fill your heart-so will you be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might.

— Andrew Murray

Acts: 4-7
In going over the last two chapters, where we met with so many good things
that the apostles did, I wondered what was become of the scribes and
Pharisees, and chief priests, that they did not appear to contradict and oppose
them, as they had used to treat Christ himself; surely they were so
confounded at first with the pouring out of the Spirit that they were for a time
struck dumb! But I find we have not lost them; their forces rally again, and
here we have an encounter between them and the apostles; for from the
beginning the gospel met with opposition. Here, I. Peter and John are taken
up, upon a warrant from the priests, and committed to jail, Acts 4:1-4. II. They

are examined by a committee of the great sanhedrim, Acts 4:5-7. III. They bravely avow what they have done, and
preach Christ to their persecutors, Acts 4:8-12. IV. Their persecutors, being unable to answer them, enjoin them
silence, threatening them if they go on to preach the gospel, and so dismiss them, Acts 4:13-22. V. They apply to
God by prayer, for the further operations of that grace which they had already experienced, Acts 4:23-30. VI. God
owns them, both outwardly and inwardly, by manifest tokens of his presence with them, Acts 4:31-33. VII. The
believers had their hearts knit together in holy love, and enlarged their charity to the poor, and the church flourished
more than ever, to the glory of Christ, Acts 4:33-37.
In this chapter we have, I. The sin and punishment of Ananias and Sapphira, who, for lying to the Holy Ghost, were
struck dead at the word of Peter, Acts 5:1-11. II. The flourishing state of the church, in the power that went along with
the preaching of the gospel, Acts 5:12-16. III. The imprisonment of the apostles, and their miraculous discharge out
of prison, with fresh orders to go on to preach the gospel, which they did, to the great vexation of their persecutors,
Acts 5:17-26. IV. Their arraignment before the great sanhedrim, and their justification of themselves in what they did,
Acts 5:27-33. V. Gamaliel's counsel concerning them, that they should not persecute them, but let them alone, and
see what would come of it, and their concurrence, for the present, with this advice, in the dismission of the apostles
with no more than a scourging, Acts 5:34-40. VI. The apostles' cheerful progress in their work notwithstanding the
prohibition laid upon them and the indignity done them, Acts 5:41; Acts 5:42.
In this chapter we have, I. The discontent that was among the disciples about the distribution of the public charity,
Acts 6:1. II. The election and ordination of seven men, who should take care of that matter, and ease the apostles
of the burden, Acts 6:2-6. III. The increase of the church, by the addition of many to it, Acts 6:7. IV. A particular
account of Stephen, one of the seven. 1. His great activity for Christ, Acts 6:8. 2. The opposition he met with from
the enemies of Christianity, and his disputes with them, Acts 6:9; Acts 6:10. 3. The convening of him before the great
sanhedrim, and the crimes laid to his charge, Acts 6:11-14. 4. God's owning him upon his trial, Acts 6:15.
When our Lord Jesus called his apostles out to be employed in services and sufferings for him, he told them that yet
the last should be first, and the first last, which was remarkably fulfilled in St. Stephen and St. Paul, who were both
of them late converts, in comparison of the apostles, and yet got the start of them both in services and sufferings;
for God, in conferring honours and favours, often crosses hands. In this chapter we have the martyrdom of Stephen,
the first martyr of the Christian church, who led the van in the noble army. And therefore his sufferings and death are
more largely related than those of any other, for direction and encouragement to all those who are called out to resist
unto blood, as he did. Here is, I. His defence of himself before the council, in answer to the matters and things he
stood charged with, the scope of which is to show that it was no blasphemy against God, nor any injury at all to the
glory of his name, to say that the temple should be destroyed and the customs of the ceremonial law changed. And,
1. He shows this by going over the history of the Old Testament, and observing that God never intended to confine
his favours to that place, or that ceremonial law; and that they had no reason to expect he should, for the people of
the Jews had always been a provoking people, and had forfeited the privileges of their peculiarity: nay, that that holy
place and that law were but figures of good things to come, and it was no disparagement at all to them to say that
they must give place to better things, Acts 7:1-50. And then, 2. He applies this to those that prosecuted him, and sat
in judgment upon him, sharply reproving them for their wickedness, by which they had brought upon themselves the
ruin of their place and nation, and then could not bear to hear of it, Acts 7:51-53. II. The putting of him to death by
stoning him, and his patient, cheerful, pious submission to it, Acts 7:54-60.
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